
 

 

Shawn “The Piper” McDonald 
 

Presents His Experiential Journey Through Scotland 
 

Lords, Ladies, Highlands & Islands 
 

        September 16 - 25, 2024 
 

 $4,690 Per Person, Double Occupancy 
      from Chicago ~ $3,640 Land Only 

Your host, Shawn McDonald, is a professional 

entertainer & bagpiper, Scottish Whisky, Gin and 

Rum tasting aficionado, historian and Scotland 

hospitality professional. With a Blue Badge tour 

guide along, Shawn will have the freedom to    

selectively offer his talents and knowledge of 

Scotland's treasures, making your journey one fit 

for Lords & Ladies.  With just the right blend of 

fun and information, and so much to see and do, 

it’s sure to be the experience of a lifetime!  

 

Tour Highlights: 
 

• Stay 3-nights in Fort William 
• Visit Urquhart Castle, the Loch Ness Visitor 

Centre & cruise fabled Loch Ness 
• Tour the Isles of Mull and Iona and visit 

world-famous Iona Abbey 
• Travel the iconic Road to the Isles 
 

• Stay 1-night in Mallaig 
• Cruise to the Isle of Skye, visit the Clan     

Donald Centre, the fishing village of Portree, 
and take in Eilean Donan Castle 

 

• Stay 2-nights in Inverness 
• Tour the Culloden Visitor Centre & Dunrobin 

Castle 
• Visit Leault Farm and tour the Dalwhinnie 

Distillery 
 

• Stay 2-nights in Edinburgh 
• Tour the capital and visit Edinburgh Castle 

This is an exclusive travel program presented by Shawn McDonald and InterTrav Corporation 

For more information contact Shawn: 847-542-8422 



Mon., Sept. 16 – CHICAGO / EN ROUTE 
This evening we depart Chicago’s O’Hare International 
Airport by scheduled service of United Airlines on the 
overnight transatlantic flight to Edinburgh, Scotland.  
(I) 
 

Tues., Sept. 17 – EDINBURGH / FORT WILLIAM 
As the sun begins to rise on the Scottish coast we arrive 
in Edinburgh and Shawn will introduce you to our Blue 
Badge Tour Guide who will travel with us throughout 
the vacation.  Leaving the airport, we’ll set our sights 
on the ancient Royal Burgh of Stirling to visit the   
Bannockburn Heritage Centre, where on the nearby 
battlefield King Robert the Bruce routed the forces of 
King Edward II to win freedom for the Scots.  We’ll 
also take in the National Wallace Monument, the 220-
foot high Victorian Gothic tower that dominates the 
skyline and acts as a fitting tribute to Scotland’s        
National Hero, Sir William Wallace.  Then it’s time to 
sit back and relax as we travel through the Trossachs 
National Park.  With its shimmering lochs, rugged 
mountain tops and forest-filled glens it’s easy to forget 
that this was once thought of as a dangerous frontier 
fought over by the fiercely territorial Highland clans.  
Our destination this evening is the bustling town of Fort 
William, located at the base of Ben Nevis, Britain’s 
highest mountain.  (I,D) 
 

Wed., Sept. 18 – FORT WILLIAM 
(Urquhart Castle & Loch Ness) 
A leisurely day on tour will take us north across the  
Spean Bridge to Loch Ness, known around the world 
for Nessie, the fabled Loch Ness Monster, but famous 
also for its natural beauty and history.  We’ll begin with 
a visit to Urquhart Castle.  Once one of Scotland’s 
largest castles, Urquhart saw great conflict during its 
500 years as a medieval fortress.  Control of the castle 
passed back and forth between the Scots and English 
during the Wars of Independence.  The power struggles 
continued, as the Lords of the Isles regularly raided 
both the castle and glen up until the 1500s.  Next, we’ll 
stop in nearby Drumnadrochit to tour the Loch Ness 
Visitors Centre and delve deeper into ancient Scottish 
myths, legends and scientific research.  After lunch, 
we’ll enjoy a Loch Ness Cruise, one of the best ways 
to enjoy some of the Highland’s stunning scenery.    
(B,L) 
 

Thurs., Sept. 19 – FORT WILLIAM 
(Isles of Mull and Iona) 
Today we will discover the beautiful scenery of the 
Isles of Mull and Iona.  Leaving Fort William we’ll 
travel to Oban, the home headquarters of the Royal 
Highland Yacht Club, to board a CalMac Ferry for the 
crossing of the Firth of Lorn.  On arrival in the village 
of Craignure, we’ll learn of Mull’s ancient traditions 
and numerous folk tales as we travel to the remote 
Ardlanish Farm.  Welcoming guests to their small  
visitor center, we’ll tour the weaving mill and have an 

opportunity to shop for traditionally woven goods.  
Next, we’re headed to Fionnphort from where we sail to 
the serene Isle of Iona, home to the oldest and one of 
the most sacred religious places in all western Europe.  
We’ll be following in the footsteps of pilgrims who 
have traveled here for nearly 1,500 years.  The highlight 
is, without doubt, a visit to the world-famous Iona   
Abbey, founded by St Columba and his Irish followers 
in AD 563.  (B) 
 

Fri., Sept. 20 – FORT WILLIAM / MALLAIG 
Another leisurely day on tour will see us depart Fort 
William and travel along the Road to the Isles on our 
way to the village of Mallaig.  This stunningly beautiful 
43-mile route is a voyage through wild landscapes and 
undulating Highland heights before reaching the coast.  
Along the way, Shawn will introduce us to a series of 
truly iconic and breathtakingly bonnie destinations.  
This region is the perfect place to slow down, explore 
freely, and indulge in all the good stuff: fresh air,     
stunning views, and delicious food.  The region also has 
significant connections to the real-life history of the 
Jacobite’s and the fantasy world of Harry Potter.  (B,D) 
 

Sat., Sept. 21 – MALLAIG / INVERNESS 
The mysterious Isle of Skye awaits.  Departing Mallaig, 
we’ll board a CalMac Ferry for the 30-minute crossing 
of the Sound of Sleat to arrive in Armadale.  The largest 
of the Inner Hebrides, the Isle of Skye is saturated with 
4,000 years of myth and history.  We’ll visit the Clan 
Donald Centre, a museum in a restored section of    
Armadale Castle detailing the history of the Lords of 
the Isles and Macdonalds, followed by a delicious lunch 
at Lord & Lady Macdonald’s Kinloch Lodge.  Then, 
we’re headed to the colorful fishing village of Portree, 
the largest town on, and capital of, the Isle of Skye.  
Acting as the welcoming gateway to the Isle of Skye for 

Day by Day Itinerary  



most visitors, Portree has everything a visitor could 
wish for.  On our return to the mainland, we’ll cross the 
Skye Bridge and stop to view the most photographed 
castle in Scotland, the famous stronghold of Eilean   
Donan Castle.  Situated on an island at the point where 
three great sea lochs meet, and surrounded by majestic    
scenery, it is little wonder that the castle is one of the 
most important attractions in the Scottish Highlands.  
Afterward, we’ll be on our way to Inverness, often         
regarded as the Capital of the Highlands.  (B,L) 
 
Sun., Sept. 22 – INVERNESS 
(Culloden & Dunrobin) 
Our day begins with an introduction to the battlefields 
where Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Highlander Army met its 
fate against the Duke of Cumberland’s Army.  A power-
fully emotive site, we’ll walk the moor containing the 
graves of 1,500 fallen Jacobite soldiers and visit the 
richly researched Culloden Visitor Centre, featuring 
artifacts and interactive displays that reveal the back-
ground on both sides of the conflict.  This afternoon 
we’ll travel to the Northern Highlands, beyond the    
villages of Golspie and Dornoch to visit Dunrobin  
Castle.  The castle, which resembles a French chateâu 
with its towering conical spires is also one of Britain’s 
oldest continuously inhabited houses dating back to the 
early 1300s.  (B) 
 

Mon., Sept. 23 – INVERNESS / EDINBURGH 
This morning we depart Inverness to begin our return to 
the central Scotland.  Along the way, we’ll stop near the 
village of Kincraig to visit the Leault Farm where 
we’ll witness a working sheepdog demonstration.    
During the 45-minute demonstration, amidst some of 
the most beautiful scenery in Scotland, we’ll see up to 
eight dogs working as a team to maneuver sheep and 
ducks through various obstacles.  Next, we’re headed to 
the small village of Dalwhinnie, to visit the Dalwhinnie 
Distillery and sample a “wee dram” at the country’s 
highest distillery.  Afterward, it’s time to take in the 
scenery of Cairngorms National Park and a section of 
the Grampian Mountains in the southern Highlands on 
our journey to Edinburgh.  As we’ll soon find out, the 
historic status of Edinburgh is beyond question.        
Ancient buildings are scattered across the city, and the 
seat of Scotland’s New Parliament lies close to the royal 
residence of Holyrood Palace.  (B,L) 
 
Tues., Sept. 24 – EDINBURGH 
Our day will begin with an introduction to Scotland’s 
capital city.  We’ll see the 18th century New Town with 
its broad streets, spacious squares, and elegant town 
houses.  Then we’ll travel along the Royal Mile and 
view the Palace of Holyroodhouse, before stopping at 
Edinburgh Castle perched high above the city.  Our 
visit will reveal an assemblage of buildings dating from 
the 12th to the 20th century, reflecting its changing role 
as fortress, royal palace, military garrison, and state 
prison.  Following our tour, the remainder of the day is 

at leisure to explore Edinburgh on your own.  Central 
Edinburgh is compact, so walking is an excellent way to 
explore the city.  Neatly divided in half by Princes 
Street, the principal shopping area is also home to art 
galleries, the landmark Balmoral Hotel clock tower, and 
the city’s main rail station.  To the south lies the Old 
Town, site of the ancient city which grew along the 
route of the Royal Mile comprised of Castlehill, 
Lawnmarket, High Street, and Canongate.  (B,D) 
 

Wed., Sept. 25 – EDINBURGH / CHICAGO 
As all good things must come to an end, so too does our 
Lords, Ladys, Highlands & Islands tour.  This morning 
we travel to Edinburgh Airport in preparation for the 
return journey home.  No better time to reflect on   
memories of our vacation to last a lifetime and new 
friendships made along the way!  (B,I) 
 

*** Welcome Home *** 
 

Meal Codes: 
 

I = In-flight   B = Breakfast   L = Lunch   D = Dinner 

The Vacation Price Includes: 

• Economy airline transportation by scheduled non-
stop service of United Airlines. 

 

• Transportation by deluxe private motorcoach with 
accompanying Blue Badge Tour Guide. 

 

• First class hotel accommodations. 
 

• All meals as shown in the Day by Day Itinerary. 
 

• Sightseeing as detailed in the Day by Day Itinerary 
including applicable entrance fees. 

 

• Luggage handling and porterage charges for one 
suitcase per person at the hotels. 

 

• Airline taxes and fees totaling $620 per person, and 
all taxes for included ground services. 

 

The Vacation Price Does Not Include: Items of a 
personal nature such as passport fees and destination 
entry requirements; gratuities to the Motorcoach Driver, 
Blue Badge Tour Guide and Step-on Guides; meals other 
than those stated above; and Travel Protection. 



 

TOUR CONDITIONS 
 

TOUR DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: Reservations may be made by check or major credit card. Credit cards can be accepted 
for payment(s); however, the vacation price reflects a 4% cash discount. Please call InterTrav at 630-377-5840 to arrange  
payment by credit card; 4% of the payment amount will be assessed on credit card payments. You will be invoiced for the 
balance of payment due on or before Friday, June 14, 2024. Reservation requests received after Friday, June 14, 2024, are 
subject to tour availability. 
 

ARRANGEMENTS:  The tour price is based on a minimum participation of 25 persons and includes planning, and           
operational charges and is quoted on the current rate of exchange, tariff rates and airfares in effect as of January 15, 2024.  In 
the event of a marked increase in foreign currency or in tariff rates, the cost is subject to revision. 
 

TOUR PRICING: This is a package tour in which group airfares and land tour costs have been combined in the most       
advantageous way.  Should you wish to deviate from the package tour by changing your departure and/or return dates of   
travel, this will eliminate the advantages of the package tour price.  There will be a service charge of $100 per person for    
altering the airline itinerary, plus any additional charges assessed by the airlines. 
 

CANCELLATION: If after making your initial deposit you find it necessary to cancel from the tour for any reason, there is a 
cancellation charge equal to the per person deposit up to 90 days prior to departure. For cancellation between 89 and 60 days 
prior to departure, there is a cancellation charge equal to 50% of the tour cost. For cancellation within 59 days of departure, 
the cancellation charge is 100% of the tour cost. IMPORTANT: Cancellations will not be accepted by telephone and must be 
sent in writing to: InterTrav Corp., 203 State Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, or emailed to travel@intertravcorp.com. 
 

TRAVEL PROTECTION: For your convenience, we offer a Travelex Insurance Services protection plan to help protect you 
and your travel investment against the unexpected. For more information and rates, please review the product flyer enclosed. 
If you would like to enroll, fill out the enrollment form and return it with your tour reservation form. The full coverage terms 
and details, including limitations and exclusions, are contained in the insurance Policy. To view/download the policy, go to: 
https://policy.travelexinsurance.com/GPZ-1023. Travelex Insurance Services, Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209. Insurance 
coverages underwritten by individual member companies of Zurich in North America, including Zurich American Insurance 
Company (NAIC # 16535). 
 

PASSPORTS AND VISAS: Your tour requires a passport valid for the duration of your stay in the United Kingdom. If 
you do not already have your passport, or it will expire before your return date, we suggest you apply for it immediately. No 
visas are required for your tour. However, if you are a citizen of a country other than the United States, you must advise us in 
writing with your Reservation Application, as other travel documents may be required. 
 

RESPONSIBILITY 
 

SHAWN McDONALD and/or INTERTRAV CORPORATION, 203 State Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, and its   
employees, shareholders, agents, and representatives (InterTrav) uses third party suppliers to arrange tours, transportation, 
sightseeing, lodging, and all other services related to this tour. InterTrav is an independent contractor and is not an employee, 
agent, or representative of any of these suppliers. InterTrav does not own, manage, operate, supervise, or control any       
transportation, vehicle, airplane, hotel or restaurants, or any other entity that supplies services related to your tour. InterTrav is 
not affiliated with any other tour operator. All suppliers are independent contractors and are not agents or employees or      
representatives of InterTrav. All tickets, receipts, coupons, and vouchers are issued subject to the terms and conditions     
specified by each supplier, and by accepting the coupons, vouchers, and tickets, or utilizing the services, all customers agree 
that neither InterTrav, nor its employees, agents, or representatives are or shall not be responsible or become liable for any 
delay incurred or change in schedule by any person in connection with any means of transportation; nor for any loss, damage 
or injury to person or property or otherwise, in connection with any service supplied or not supplied resulting directly or    
indirectly from any occurrence beyond the control of InterTrav by reason of any event beyond the control of any agency or 
supplier, or occurring without the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier. InterTrav assumes no responsibility or     
liability for any loss, injury or damage or loss of any traveler that may result from any act or omission on the part of others; 
InterTrav assumes no responsibility or liability for personal property; and InterTrav shall be relieved of any obligations under 
these terms and conditions in the event of any strike, labor dispute, act of God, or of government, fire, war, whether  declared 
or not, terrorism, insurrection, riot, theft, pilferage, epidemic, pandemic, illness, physical injury, quarantine, medical or cus-
toms or immigration regulation, delay, or cancellation. InterTrav accepts no responsibility for lost or stolen items. InterTrav 
reserves the right to refuse any participant or potential participant at its sole discretion. No refund will be made for voluntary 
absence from the tour unless arrangements are made at the time of booking. 
 
The above tour conditions are provided in addition to the full terms and conditions of travel which can be found here 
grouptripsandtravel.com/booking-agreement-terms-conditions/. By booking this trip you are agreeing to be bound by 
the full terms and conditions of travel in addition to the tour conditions above. It is therefore vital that you read the ful l 
terms and conditions before making any booking. Making a booking is indicative of your agreement to be bound by all of 
the terms and conditions. 










