
This is an exclusive travel program presented by InterTrav Corporation - sign up at www.grouptripsandtravel.com 

 

       Viva España 
              Including San Sebastian, Bilbao, Barcelona & La Rioja! 

          September 23 - October 3, 2023 
            $4,395 Per Person, Double Occupancy  

Reservation Deadline: June 14, 2023  

An epic Spanish adventure from the Basque Country to Catalonia.  Stunning San       
Sebastian, Bilbao’s Guggenheim Museum,  Zaragosa, LaGuardia, and on to Barcelona.  
We’ll taste the famous wines of La Rioja, and enjoy the Pintxos of the regions.  Follow 
me for fabulous food, fun, frolics and flamenco.  ~ Shay Clarke 



Day by Day Itinerary 

Saturday, Sept. 23 – CHICAGO / EN ROUTE    
We depart Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport this 
afternoon by scheduled service of Iberia Airlines of 
Spain on the overnight transatlantic flight to Madrid, 
Spain.  (I) 
 
Sunday, Sept. 24 – MADRID / HONDARRIBIA 
As the sun begins to rise on the Iberian Peninsula we 
arrive in Madrid and continue by connecting flight to 
the picturesque seaside resort of San Sebastian.  On  
arrival in San Sebastian, we are met by our Tour Guide 
and enjoy a brief introductory tour of San Sebastian. 
Then a short drive will bring us to the Parador de   
Hondarribia, our home for the first two nights,      
offering magnificent panoramic views over the Bidasoa 
estuary.  Built in the 10th-century, this is where the  
Catholic Monarchs, the Emperor Charles V, Philip IV 
and V, and even Velázquez himself stayed, and is full 
of treasures such as the tapestries designed by Rubens 
on the theme of the History of Achilles.  (I,D) 
 
Monday, Sept. 25 – HONDARRIBIA                                      
This morning a short drive will take us back to San   
Sebastian, known to locals as Donostia, and long      
considered one of the most elegant and fashionable 
Spanish seaside resorts.  We start with a train ride up to 
the summit of Monte Iguedo for a spectacular view of 
the bay and city. From here we’ll set off on foot for a 
tour of Parte Vieja that will take us to the arcaded Plaza 
de la Constitucion where the houses have numbered  
balconies dating from when the square was used as a 
bullring.  We’ll also see the 16th century Iglesia de San 
Vicente, Museo San Telmo and end with a visit to the 
Santa Maria del Coro.  With an astonishing combination 
of Gothic, Churrigueresque and Neoclassic elements, 
the temple is watched over by the city’s patron Saint, 
Virgen del Coro.  Along the way we’ll enjoy delicious 
Basque gourmet tapas, known as Pintxos, as San       
Sebastian is considered by many to be the gastronomic 
center of the Basque Country.  Following our tour, the 
afternoon is free to explore the city at your leisure. Be 
sure to enjoy a visit to the Monte Urgull, an ideal place 
for an afternoon stroll crisscrossed by numerous park-
land paths, or visit one of the many museums, including 
the Museo Naval or Museo San Telmo, home to a     
fascinating display on Basque culture.  (B,L) 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 26 – HONDARRIBIA / SANTO   
DOMINGO de la CALZADA  
Today we set our sights on Bilbao, one of the most   
architecturally progressive cities in Spain. Our          
introduction to Bilbao begins by traveling up Artxanda 
Hill for a spectacular view of the city and the beautiful 
Guggenheim Museum, the jewel in Bilbao’s cultural 
crown, designed by American architect Frank Gehry. 
We’ll tour the “Guggen” beginning in the Atrium, the 
real heart of the Museum and one of the signature traits 
of Gehry’s architectural design.  Afterward, we’ll enjoy 

a guided walk around Bilbao’s Casco Viejo where we’ll 
see the Teatro Arriaga, a symbol of the Plaza de        
Arriaga, the Baroque Iglesia de San Nicholas de Bari 
dedicated to the patron saint of sailors, the 14th century 
Gothic Catedral de Santiago dedicated to St. James, the 
patron saint of Bilboa since 1643, the Neoclassical    
arcaded Plaza Nueva, and the Mercado de la Ribera, 
home to one of the largest food markets in all of        
Europe.  Following our tour, free time will be set aside 
to explore Las Siete Calles, the pedestrian friendly focal 
point of the Old Town where we’ll find a variety of 
shops, restaurants and tapas bars, before we depart for 
Santo Domingo de la Calzada.  (B,D)   
 
Wednesday, Sept. 27 –  SANTO DOMINGO de la 
CALZADA  
A leisurely day on tour will begin with an introduction 
to one of the most prestigious and well-known of all the 
Spanish wine regions, La Rioja, the wine region which 
extends into Navarra and Alava, where they have been 
producing wine since the Middle Ages. As we’ll soon 
find out, the bodegas are stunningly beautiful, their 
wines are exciting and varied, and the backdrop of the 
mountains and valleys is beyond words.  Of course, the 
Riojan cuisine is amazing as well.  We’ll tour two of the 
region’s signature wineries and visit the picture-perfect 
town of Laguardia, set atop a hill in the middle of the 
valley, reminiscent of Tuscan hilltop villages. Here 
we’ll have an opportunity to explore Laguardia’s      
atmospheric medieval walled town, home to dozens of 
subterranean wine cellars and a delightful jumble of 
cobblestoned streets lined with “Tabernas,” wine shops, 
palaces, and cafes.  (B,D) 
 
Thursday, Sept. 28 –  SANTO DOMINGO de la 
CALZADA  
After breakfast we journey to the magnificent town of 
Pamplona which was founded during Roman times.  
This otherwise quiet city explodes into life in July    
during the Sanfermines, which has become a synonym 
for the word fiesta thanks to Ernest Hemingway’s     
portrayal of the annual ‘Running of the Bulls’ in The 
Sun Also Rises.  On our approach to Pamplona, we’ll 
see the Ciudadela and stop to take in the view from the 
16th century city walls overlooking the beautiful       
cathedral of Santa Maria la Real, before setting off on 
foot to explore the Old Town.  On our walking tour 
we’ll see Museo de Navarra, the Baroque Ayun-
tamiento, the famous bull-running route, and visit the 
Plaza del Toros, Pamplona’s bullring, surpassed in size 
only by the arenas in Madrid and Mexico City.  Then 
we’ll make our way to the Plaza de Castillo for a tradi-
tional Navarrese meal.  Afterward, free time will be set 
aside to explore the Plaza del Castillo, Hemingway’s 
old haunt, and for a relaxing walk along the tree-
studded pedestrian-friendly Plaza de los Fueros, before 
boarding our coach to return to Santo Domingo de la 
Calzada.  (B,L) 



Friday, Sept. 29 –  SANTO DOMINGO de la CAL-
ZADA / BARCELONA 
This morning we say ‘despedida’ to Santiago Domingo 
de la Calzada and set out for Barcelona.  Along the 
way we’ll stop in Zaragoza, the capital of northeastern 
Spain's Aragon region, over looking the Ebro River 
and home to a rich blend of the historic and modern. 
Here we’ll embark on a guided walking tour, taking in 
the baroque Nuestra Señora del Pilar basilica, a famous 
pilgrimage site with a shrine to the Virgin Mary and 
multiple domes. Mudéjar-style landmarks, combining 
Islamic and Gothic architecture, include the Aljafería, 
an 11th-century Moorish palace, and the Cathedral of 
the Savior, begun in the 12th century.  After time for 
lunch, we make the final journey to Barcelona where 
we’ll check into our hotel for a relaxing evening.  As 
we’ll soon learn, Barcelona has emerged as one of the 
most fun and fashionable cities in Europe.  Envied for 
its long stretches of Mediterranean beach, unique    
architecture, world-class museums, and intriguing   
culture.  (B,D) 
 
Saturday, Sept. 30 – BARCELONA  
This morning we will discover why Barcelona is one 
of the most beautiful and vibrant cities in Spain.  We’ll 
begin our day in the Gothic Quarter, the heart of the 
Old Town, and visit the compact Gothic Cathedral 
with its Romanesque chapel and beautiful cloisters.  
Then we’ll stop to view the Royal Palace where Queen 
Isabel and King Fernando received Columbus after his 
triumphal return from America.  Just outside the     
Palace is the Plaza de Sant Jaume, home to both the 
Generalitat, seat of the Catalonian Government since 
1403, and the 14th century City Hall.  From here, we’ll 
travel down the historic Avenue of Las Ramblas where 
we’ll see the Placa Reial, Barcelona’s most lively 
square, and the Columbus Monument.  Next, we’ll 
journey high atop Montjuic Hill for a panoramic view 
of the city and harbor.  Following our tour, the after-
noon is at leisure to explore the Gothic Quarter, stroll 
along Las Ramblas, the fabulous twelve-block long, 
tree-lined promenade, or visit the Olympic Village, 
home of the 1992 Olympic Games.  (B)   
 
Sunday, Oct. 1 – BARCELONA     
The morning is at leisure to enjoy Barcelona at your 
own pace.  After more than two decades of               
renovations, Barcelona has emerged as one of the most 
fun and fashionable cities in Europe.  Envied for its 
long stretches of Mediterranean beach, unique         
architecture, world-class museums and intriguing    
culture, you have the opportunity to immerse yourself 
in the city’s atmosphere.  This afternoon we’ll set out 
on a Tapas Lunch Tour, sampling the best of           
Catalonia’s culture and gourmet cuisine on this tour 
through the city, exploring some of the city’s most  
famous tapas bars around La Rambla, La Boqueria 
food market, and the Gothic Quarter with an expert 
food guide. (B,L)  

Monday, Oct. 2 – BARCELONA  
This morning we continue our exploration of          
Barcelona with a visit to the La Ribera District where 
we’ll see Basilica of Santa Maria de Mar, one of the 
finest examples of Gothic architecture in Catalonia, 
and the popular 75-acre Ciutadella Park, home to a 
large lake for boating, orange groves, and scores of 
parrots living in the palm trees.  Then we’ll take a 
journey through the city’s Eixample District where 
we’ll see the distinctive mark left by the works of   
Antoni Gaudi, including the Casa Mila and visit the 
Sagrada Familia Cathedral, Barcelona’s most famous 
landmark.  After our tour, the afternoon is free for last 
minute shopping or to simply relax at a café and enjoy 
the people watching.  Barcelona is one of Europe’s 
most glamorous and romantic cities and we’ll end our 
vacation in style with an evening of dancing, dinner 
and entertainment that is sure to both captivate and 
seduce you.  We’ll be treated to an extraordinary live 
Flamenco show: more than just a dance, Flamenco is a 
forceful artistic expression of the sorrows and joys of 
life. (B,D) 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 3 – BARCELONA / CHICAGO  
All too soon, our Viva España tour comes to an end as 
we journey to Barcelona Airport to begin the   journey 
home.  No better time to reflect on memories that will 
last a lifetime and new friendships made along the 
way!  (B,I) 
 

* * * Welcome Home * * * 
 

Meal Codes: 
 

I = In-flight   B = Breakfast   L = Lunch   D = Dinner 

The Vacation Price Includes: 
 

• Economy class round-trip air transportation from  
Chicago on scheduled service of Iberia Airlines 

 

• Transportation by deluxe private motor coach with 
English speaking Tour Escort 

 

• Accommodations in first class hotels with private 
bath or shower 

 

• Breakfast each morning and other meals as  indicated 
in the tour itinerary  

 

• Sightseeing as detailed in the itinerary including    
entrance fees where necessary 

 

• Luggage handling and porterage charges for one   
suitcase per person at hotels 

 

• Taxes for included ground services and U.S. departure 
taxes, Customs service charges, airline security fees, 
and fuel surcharges 

 

The Vacation Price Does Not Include:  Items of a       
personal nature such as passport fees and destination   
entry requirements; luggage handling at airports;         
gratuities to the Driver/Guide and Tour Guide(s); meals 
other than those stated above; and Travel Protection. 



TOUR DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: Reservations may be made by check or major credit card. Credit cards can be 
accepted for payment(s); however, the vacation price reflects a 4% cash discount. Please call InterTrav at 630-377-5840 
to arrange payment by credit card; 4% of the payment amount will be assessed on credit card payments. You will be  
invoiced for the balance of payment due on or before Friday, July 7, 2023. Reservation requests received after Friday, 
July 7, 2023, are subject to tour availability.  
 
TOUR PRICING: The tour price is based on a minimum participation of 20 persons and includes planning, handling 
and operational charges and is quoted on the current rate of exchange, tariff rates and airfares in effect as of January 1, 
2023.  
 
CANCELLATION: If after making your initial deposit you find it necessary to cancel from the tour for any 
reason, there is a cancellation charge equal to the per person deposit up to 65 days prior to departure. For    
cancellation between 64 and 30 days prior to departure, there is a cancellation charge equal to 50% of the tour 
cost. For cancellation within 29 days of departure, the cancellation charge is 100% of the tour cost.              
IMPORTANT: Cancellations will not be accepted by telephone and must be sent in writing to: InterTrav  
Corporation, 203 State Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, or emailed to travel@intertravcorp.com. 
 
TRAVEL PROTECTION: For your convenience, we offer a Travelex Insurance Services protection plan to 
help protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected. For more information and rates, please 
review the product flyer enclosed. If you would like to enroll, fill out the enrollment form and return it with 
your tour reservation form. The full coverage terms and details, including limitations and exclusions, are con-
tained in the insurance Policy. To view/download the policy, go to: policy.travelexinsurance.com/GPB-0521. 
Travelex Insurance Services, Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209. Travel Insurance is underwritten by Berk-
shire Hathaway Specialty Insurance Company; NAIC #22276. S6N 

 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS: Your tour requires a passport valid for six months beyond your travel dates. No visas are     
required for your tour. However, if you are a citizen of a country other than the United States, you must advise us in 
writing with your Reservation Application, as other travel documents may be required.  

 

 RESPONSIBILITY 
JAMES CLARKE and/or INTERTRAV CORPORATION 203 State Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, and 
its employees, shareholders, agents, and representatives (InterTrav) uses third party suppliers to arrange tours, 
transportation, sightseeing, lodging, and all other services related to this tour. InterTrav is an independent          
contractor and is not an employee, agent, or representative of any of these suppliers. InterTrav does not own,     
manage, operate, supervise, or control any transportation, vehicle, airplane, hotel or restaurants, or any other entity 
that supplies services related to your tour. InterTrav is not affiliated with any other tour  operator. All suppliers are 
independent contractors and are not agents or employees or representatives of InterTrav. All  tickets, receipts,   
coupons, and vouchers are issued subject to the terms and conditions specified by each supplier, and by accepting 
the coupons, vouchers, and tickets, or utilizing the services, all customers agree that neither InterTrav, nor its     
employees, agents, or representatives are or shall not be responsible or  become liable for any delay incurred or 
change in schedule by any person in connection with any means of  transportation; nor for any loss, damage or   
injury to person or property or otherwise, in connection with any service supplied or not supplied resulting directly 
or indirectly from any occurrence beyond the control of   InterTrav by reason of any event beyond the control of 
any agency or supplier, or occurring without the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier. InterTrav assumes 
no responsibility or liability for any loss, injury or damage or loss of any traveler that may result from any act or 
omission on the part of others; InterTrav assumes no responsibility or liability for personal property; and InterTrav 
shall be relieved of any obligations under these terms and   conditions in the event of any strike, labor dispute, act 
of God, or of government, fire, war, whether declared or not, terrorism, insurrection, riot, theft, pilferage, epidemic, 
pandemic, illness, physical injury, quarantine, medical or customs or immigration regulation, delay, or cancellation. 
InterTrav accepts no responsibility for lost or stolen items, InterTrav reserves the right to refuse any participant or      
potential participant at its sole discretion. No refund will be made for voluntary absence from the tour unless      
arrangements are made at the time of booking. 
 
The above tour conditions are provided in addition to the full terms and conditions of travel which can be found 
here grouptripsandtravel.com/booking-agreement-terms-conditions/. By booking this trip you are  agreeing to be 
bound by the full terms and conditions of travel in addition to the tour conditions above. It is therefore vital that 
you read the full terms and conditions before making any booking. Making a booking is indicative of your       
agreement to be bound by all of the terms and conditions. 






