
 

             Join Shay, Kathi & Dennis on the 

    Dolce Vita Italiana Tour 
          May 15 - 25, 2023 

 $4,790 Per Person, Double Occupancy 
                      Including Airfare from Chicago 

This is an exclusive travel program presented by InterTrav Corporation ~ visit www.grouptripsandtravel.com 



Day by Day Itinerary 

Monday, May 15 – CHICAGO / EN ROUTE              
Today we depart Chicago’s O’Hare International      
Airport to begin our Dolce Vita Italiana Tour! (I) 
 

Tuesday, May 16 – MILAN / LAKE COMO 
We arrive this morning in Europe and change planes for 
the connecting flight to Milan, Italy. After  clearing  
customs, we’ll meet our guide for the journey to Lake 
Como. Situated in Northern Italy’s Lombardy  region, 
Lake Como is famed for its glorious natural beauty. In 
the foothills of the Alps, the deep blue inverted “Y” 
shaped lake is surrounded by rugged mountains that 
form the backdrop to the area’s rustic old towns and 
beautiful villas. This evening we’ll enjoy dinner at our 
Grand Hotel Menaggio, our home for the first two 
nights on tour. (D) 
 

Wednesday, May 17 – LAKE COMO  
Today we enjoy a full day at Lake Como.  We begin 
with a drive along the shores of the lake, and stop at 
beautiful Villa del Balbianello with its amazing gardens.  
Villa del Balbianello has been the site for such movies 
as Casino Royale, and Star Wars Episode II: Attack of 
the Clones.  Next we’ll board a funicular and travel up 
the mountain to arrive at Brunate, where we’ll be    
greeted with expansive panoramic views across Lake 
Como.  The beauty continues as we arrive in the town 
of Bellagio, considered to be one of the most beautiful 
Italian towns.  After time to explore Bellagio on our 
own, we return to our hotel by boat as we jet across 
Lake Como surrounded by the Alps.  (B) 
 

Thursday, May 18 – LAKE COMO / ITALIAN RIVIERA 
This morning we say goodbye to Lake Como and set 
our sights on the Italian Riviera and the villages of 
Cinque Terre.  We’ll check in to our 5-star Excelsior 
Palace Hotel in Rapallo, where the afternoon is free to 
enjoy the delightful amenities, including the spectacular 
views from the infinity pool.  Early this evening we’ll 
be treated to a fabulous dinner at the hotel.  (B,D)  
 

Friday, May 19 –  ITALIAN RIVIERA 
After breakfast we’ll set out with our all-day pass, using 
the rails, buses and trails to explore the villages of 
Cinque Terre. The Italian Riviera is not short of rugged 
coastline or romantic towns and villages, but the five 
fishing communities of the Cinque Terre are its most 
iconic highlight. Tucked away in a particularly      
mountainous kink at the eastern end of the Italian     
Riviera, the villages of the Cinque Terre were shaped by 
their profound isolation. Set amid some of the most  

dramatic coastal scenery on the planet, these beautiful, 
colorful towns can bolster the most jaded of spirits.  
Sinuous paths traverse seemingly impregnable cliff 
sides, and a 19th-century railway line that's cut through 
a series of coastal tunnels moves people from village to 
village. Cars have been banned within the villages for 
more than a decade.  The five villages are no longer the 
isolated hamlets they once were, but there’s still a    
feeling of authenticity here, with few roads, perfectly 
preserved architecture and a network of stunning coastal 
and mountain trails. (B)   
 

Saturday, May 20 – ITALIAN RIVIERA            
Today we’ll board our coach and travel to the lovely 
seaside village of Santa Margherita.  We’ll take a  ferry 
to Portofino and spend a delightful morning  getting to 
know this famous Italian fishing village. Climb to the 
Church of Saint Giorgio for panoramic views of the 
charming village, and then reward yourself with a     
focaccia tasting in the local bakery. We’ll enjoy a     
typical Ligurian lunch overlooking the water and have 
free time to explore before catching our return ferry. 
(B,L) 
 

Sunday, May 21 – RIVIERA / SAN GIMIGNANO 
This morning we’ll leave the coast behind and travel 
into the rolling hills and Cypress lined lanes of beautiful 
Tuscany to medieval San Gimignano.  Along the way 
we’ll visit the great Renaissance city of Florence.  Our 
walking tour will begin with a  visit to the Galleria 
dell’Accademia to see Michelangelo’s famous statue of  

From the Lake District to the Italian Riviera to the iconic Tuscan      
Countryside and incomparable Venice,  join us for wine tasting, cruising, 
and exploring the breathtaking views, spectacular medieval cities, and    

serene lakes that make up the unparalleled beauty of  Italy!  



  

David.  Afterward, we’ll explore the heart of the city 
with a visit to the magnificent Cathedral adorned with 
green, red and white marble, and see the nearby       
Baptistry with its famous bronze doors, most notably 
the Gate to Paradise.  We’ll end our tour at the Piazza 
della Signoria with its wonderful backdrop formed by 
the Old Palace’s powerful presence.  Enjoy free time 
before departing for San Gimignano, one of the most 
gorgeous hill town in Tuscany.  We’ll check into our 
hotel, Relais La Cappuccina, tucked away amidst the 
quiet green Tuscan hills. This evening we’ll visit a   
typical Tuscan winery for dinner and tasting where 
we’ll learn about the grape, the nose, food pairings and 
most importantly, which glass to use!  (B,D) 

Monday, May 22  –  SAN GIMIGNANO 
The morning is free to explore the medieval city of San  
Gimignano.  At the center of town is Piazza della    
Cisterna, named for the cistern that is served by the old 
well standing in the center of this square. Rustic-yet-
proud facades crowd in a tight huddle around the well. 
On Piazza del Duomo stands the town's                 
Romanesque cathedral. A favorite of many travelers, 
San Gimignano is easy to explore, with a perfect blend 
of shopping, churches, history and of course, gelato.    
This afternoon we drive through the beautiful Tuscan 
hills to Scuola Di Cucina Di Lella.  We learn the      
tradition of Tuscan cooking, from recipes that have 

passed down from generations.  (B,D)   
 

Tuesday, May 23 – SAN GIMIGNANO / PONZANO 
After breakfast we’ll journey into Northern Italy’s   

Veneto region and the famous city of Padua.  Located 

on the river Bacchiglione, Padua is one of the main 

Italian art cities and also has an extraordinary religious 

heritage starting from the  Basilica of St. Antonio, the 

majestic church built in 1232. We’ll have time for 

lunch and bit of exploring before heading to Ponzano, 

and our beautiful hotel, Relais Monaco Country    

Hotel & Spa, which is ideally located for discovering 

the artistic and natural beauty of Venice. (B,D)   
 

Wednesday, May 24 –  PONZANO (Venice) 
This morning we travel to Venice, a treasure trove of 
art and architecture rising up out of the waters of the 

Venetian Lagoon. Our day begins with a walking tour 
that will introduce us to the Ponte della Paglia.  Also 
known as the “Straw Bridge,” it is here where we’ll 
find the best views of the neighboring Bridge of Sighs. 
Our tour will continue into the Piazza San Marco, a 
great marble saloon with covered galleries, famous 
cafes, and luxury shops.  Here we’ll see the Campanile, 
a 325-foot-high bell tower that provides an               
unforgettable view of Venice and include a visit to the             
remarkable Basilica San Marco. We’ll also learn of the 
folklore that accompanies the arcades of the           
Procuraties and the countless festivities and pageants 
throughout the long history of the Piazza San Marco.  
Following our tour, the afternoon is at leisure for  
shopping and exploring. Tonight we’ll join Shay,   
Dennis and Kathi for a farewell dinner of local        
specialties and wine before returning to our hotel.  
(B,D)   
 

Thursday, May 25 –  VENICE / CHICAGO           
All too soon, our Dolce Vita Italiana vacation has come 
to an end. We transfer to Venice Airport in plenty of 
time to check in for our return journey home.  (B,I) 
 

* * * Welcome Home * * * 
 

Meal Codes: 
 

I = In-flight   B = Breakfast   L = Lunch   D = Dinner 
 

InterTrav Corporation: 1-630-377-5840 

The Vacation Price Includes: 
 

• Round-trip economy air transportation from Chicago on 
scheduled airline service 

 

• Meals and light beverages served in-flight according to 
airline schedules 

 

• Deluxe private motor coach with accompanying English 
Speaking Tour Manager and local guides where         
necessary.  

 

• Breakfast daily, and meals as indicated in the itinerary 
 

• Accommodations in first class hotels 
 

• Entrance fees for included visits, wine tasting, cooking 
class and Cinque Terre all-day pass  

 

• Luggage handling and porterage charges for one suitcase 
per person at hotels 

 

• Taxes for included ground services, U.S. departure taxes, 
Customs service charges, and fuel surcharges 

 

The Vacation Price Does Not Include:  Items of a       
personal nature such as passport fees and destination 
entry requirements; laundry and cleaning; telephone 
calls; optional tours and excursions; tips to the Tour 
Manager, Motor coach drivers and local guides, tips to 
hotel and breakfast room staff; luggage handling at U.S. 
airports; personal travel protection; meals other than 
those stated above, and drinks with meals other than 
breakfast. 



TOUR CONDITIONS  
 
TOUR DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: Reservations may be made by check or major credit card. Credit cards can 
be accepted for payment(s); however, the vacation price reflects a 4% cash discount. Please call InterTrav at       
630-377-5840 to arrange payment by credit card; 4% of the payment amount will be assessed on credit card      
payments. You will be  invoiced for the balance of payment due on or before Friday, February 17, 2023.         
Reservation requests received after Friday, February 17, 2023, are subject to tour availability.  
 
TOUR PRICING: The tour price is based on a minimum participation of 20 persons and includes planning,     
handling and operational charges and is quoted on the current rate of exchange, tariff rates and airfares in effect as 
of December 1, 2022.  
 
CANCELLATION: If after making your initial deposit you find it necessary to cancel from the tour for any     
reason, there is a cancellation charge equal to the per person deposit up to 65 days prior to departure. For           
cancellation between 64 and 30 days prior to departure, there is a cancellation charge equal to 50% of the tour cost. 
For cancellation within 29 days of departure, the cancellation charge is 100% of the tour cost. IMPORTANT: 
Cancellations will not be accepted by telephone and must be sent in writing to: InterTrav Corporation, 203 State 
Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, or emailed to travel@intertravcorp.com. 
 
TRAVEL PROTECTION: For your convenience, we offer a Travelex Insurance Services protection plan to help 
protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected. For more information and rates, please review the 
product flyer enclosed. If you would like to enroll, fill out the enrollment form and return it with your tour          
reservation form. The full coverage terms and details, including limitations and exclusions, are contained in the  
insurance Policy. To view/download the policy, go to: policy.travelexinsurance.com/GPB-0521. Travelex          
Insurance Services, Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209. Travel Insurance is underwritten by Berkshire Hathaway 
Specialty Insurance Company; NAIC #22276. S6N 
 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS: Your tour requires a passport valid for three months beyond your return date of    
travel. No visas are required for your tour. However, if you are a citizen of a country other than the United States, 
you must advise us in writing with your Reservation Application, as other travel documents may be required.  
 

RESPONSIBILITY  
 

JAMES CLARKE and/or DENNIS & KATHI O’BRIEN and/or INTERTRAV CORPORATION, 203 State     
Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, and its employees, shareholders, agents, and representatives (InterTrav) uses third 
party suppliers to arrange tours, transportation, sightseeing, lodging, and all other services related to this tour. InterTrav 
is an independent contractor and is not an employee, agent, or representative of any of these suppliers. InterTrav does 
not own, manage, operate, supervise, or control any transportation, vehicle, airplane, hotel or restaurants, or any other 
entity that supplies services related to your tour. InterTrav is not affiliated with any other tour operator. All suppliers are 
independent contractors and are not agents or employees or representatives of InterTrav. All tickets, receipts, coupons, 
and vouchers are issued subject to the terms and conditions specified by each supplier, and by accepting the coupons, 
vouchers, and tickets, or utilizing the services, all customers agree that neither InterTrav, nor its employees, agents, or 
representatives are or shall not be responsible or become liable for any delay incurred or change in schedule by any   
person in connection with any means of transportation; nor for any loss, damage or injury to person or property or     
otherwise, in connection with any service supplied or not supplied resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrence 
beyond the control of InterTrav by reason of any event beyond the control of any agency or supplier, or occurring    
without the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier. InterTrav assumes no responsibility or liability for any loss, 
injury or damage or loss of any traveler that may result from any act or omission on the part of others; InterTrav assumes 
no responsibility or liability for personal property; and InterTrav shall be relieved of any obligations under these terms 
and conditions in the event of any strike, labor dispute, act of God, or of government, fire, war, whether declared or not, 
terrorism, insurrection, riot, theft, pilferage, epidemic, pandemic, illness, physical injury, quarantine, medical or customs 
or immigration regulation, delay, or cancellation. InterTrav accepts no responsibility for lost or stolen items. InterTrav 
reserves the right to refuse any  participant or potential participant at its sole discretion. No refund will be made for    
voluntary absence from the tour unless arrangements are made at the time of booking.  
 
The above tour conditions are provided in addition to the full terms and conditions of travel which can be found here 
grouptripsandtravel.com/booking-agreement-terms-conditions/. By booking this trip you are agreeing to be bound by the 
full terms and conditions of travel in addition to the tour conditions above. It is therefore vital that you read the full 
terms and conditions before making any booking. Making a booking is indicative of your agreement to be bound by all 
of the terms and conditions.  






