The French Connection
Paris, Brittany, Normandy, and a Six Night Luxurious
Seine River Cruise

August 28 - September 9, 2023
Main Deck $4,795 per person ~ Upper Deck $4,995 per person
Double Occupancy from Chicago

Highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Magnificent Palace of Versailles
Food and Wine Tour of Montemarte
Walled town of St. Malo
Magical Monte St. Michel
Normandy Beaches & Cemeteries
Beautiful fishing village of Honfleur
Rouen - City of Joan of Arc

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breathtaking Paris, “City of Lights”
Monet’s Giverny
Fontainebleau, home of Kings
Six night Seine River Cruise
24 Meals: 11 breakfasts; 7 lunches; 7 dinners
First Class hotels
Deluxe motor coach transportation

Mon., Aug. 28 - CHICAGO / EN ROUTE
Today, we depart Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport on
our non-stop transatlantic flight to begin our French Connection Tour. (I)
Tues., Aug. 29 - PARIS
As the sun rises on the Normandy coast, we arrive in Paris
where we will be met by our Tour Escort who will accompany
us on our visit to France. A short drive brings us into Paris,
the city of lights. (I,D)
Wed., Aug. 30 - PARIS (Versailles)
This morning, we travel to Versailles, the capital of France in
the 17th and 18th centuries, for a visit to the magnificent Palace, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. A visit to the grand chateau of King Louis XIV will reveal the grandeur of classical
French architecture as we view the State Apartments, richly
decorated with countless works of art, the Royal Chapel, and
the famed Hall of Mirrors that was the scene of the signing of
the 1919 Peace Treaty. This afternoon we visit the hilltop village of Montmartre, the most bohemian area of Paris, with its
colorful bistros and picturesque houses. Here we’ll enjoy a
fantastic food tour featuring a great selection of food stores,
the best Parisian coffee place on the hill, the finest chocolates
in Montmartre and a delicious assortment of cheese, wine and
charcuterie a few meters away from Le Sacré Coeur. Savory
and sweet specialties will delight along the way, in the charming streets that have inspired great painters such as Van Gogh,
Picasso, Monet and Cézanne. This is a truly unforgettable, authentic Parisian experience! (B,L)
Thurs., Aug. 31 - PARIS / ST. MALO
This morning we depart Paris and drive through the idyllic
French countryside to the beautiful Brittany Coast and the fortified city of St. Malo, one of the most beautiful seaside towns
in France. Tall granite walls surround the old town, which was
once a stronghold for privateers. We will walk along the city
wall and enjoy beautiful views over the sea and surrounding
islands. Inside the walls, we’ll walk the granite streets, where
we’ll see the Manor of “la Houssaye”, the castle, the cathedral
where Jacques Cartier was buried, quaint shops, crêperies and
sea-food restaurants. (B)
Fri., Sept. 1 - ST. MALO / NORMANDY
This morning we depart St. Malo on the short drive to Mont St.
Michel, shrouded by mist, surrounded by sea and soaring
proudly above glistening sands. Linked to the mainland by a
causeway, we’ll explore the breathtaking island, best known
for its medieval Benedictine Abbey. After wandering the arcaded cloisters and taking in the stunning views of the bay and
English Channel, free time will be set aside to explore the
famed narrow streets, most notably the Grande Rue. This afternoon we continue through the countryside where windbreaks composed of beech trees dot the landscape, to the heart
of Normandy and our hotel. (B)

Sat., Sept. 2 - NORMANDY
Today is one of the highlights on tour, visiting the Normandy
Beaches where the Allied Forces landed in Europe. We begin
in the village of St. Mere Eglise, the first French town to be
liberated by the American 82nd and 101st Airborne troops,
who parachuted into the area on June 5, 1944. Here we will
visit the Airborne Museum which tells the story of the brave
soldiers that jumped into darkness; the hardships and triumphs
they achieved in the following days. Next we visit Point Du
Hoc, where the U.S. Rangers scaled 100 foot cliffs to assault
the German gun batteries. The essence of the battle can still be
felt in the hollowed out bunkers and bomb craters. (B,L)
Sun., Sept. 3 - NORMANDY / CRUISING
We continue our sightseeing along the Normandy coast this
morning with a visit to Omaha Beach, the most intensely
fought over beach on D-Day. A short drive takes us to the
American Cemetery at Saint-Laurent. Here we take in the
sweeping vistas of Omaha Beach and the final resting place to
over 9,000 American soldiers. Our final visit is to Arromanches where we see the “Mulberries” – remnants that still
remain in the bay and the Arromanches 360 cinema that will
provide a dramatic conclusion to our Normandy Beaches visit.
This afternoon we drive to the picturesque fishing village of
Honfleur and our river cruise ship, MS Seine Princess. (B,D)
Mon., Sept. 4 - CRUISING (Honfleur)
This morning, we’ll set out on a guided tour of Honfleur, another of the most popular seaside cities in France. What began
as a harbor built for trade evolved into the birthplace of Impressionism and more. Take your time to visit the picturesque
port, historic museums, and timeless cafés during our stay.
This afternoon, we’ll set out to the Côte Fleurie. The Côte
Fleurie runs from Honfleur to Deauville, with each beach,
cliff, and seaside resort more charming than the other. This

small corner of paradise has inspired many an artist in the
past, and the regional Calvados brandy inspires us even today! We enjoy a visit to a Calvados distillery for a tour and
tasting. (B,L,D)

French Connection Tour that will last a lifetime and new
friendships made along the way (B,I)

Tues., Sept. 5 - CRUISING (Rouen)
This morning we arrive in the city of Rouen, where we begin
with a guided tour. The “City of 100 Bell Towers” has been
the center stage for many events in French History. Joan of
Arc, Gustave Flaubert, Pierre Corneille, Claude Monet, and
William the Conqueror have all left their marks throughout
the history of the Rouen. In addition to the civil and religious
monuments spanning the centuries from the Middle Ages to
modern times, Rouen is now known for its street art.

I = In-flight Meal, B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner

In the afternoon, we will set out on a guided tour along the
Norman Abbey Circuit to see the exceptional religious heritage in the region. Among the interesting sites we’ll discover
are the village of Jumiège and the ruins of one of the most
magnificent abbeys in France, as well as the Benedictine Abbey of Saint Wandrille. This evening, we'll enjoy dinner and
entertainment. (B,L,D)
Wed., Sept. 6 - CRUISING (Giverny)
This morning we begin with a visit to the Foundation Claude
Monet in Giverny. Monet lived in his home in Giverny for
43 years. In the garden surrounding the house, Monet created
a colorful study of volume and perspectives with his flower
beds. The garden became his muse as he forged his name into
history as the founder of French Impressionism. This tour lets
you visit his famous studio up to his magical water garden,
and everything in between. This afternoon our cruise continues to Paris, you’ll see the landscape slowly change from
countryside to urban as we approach the City of Lights. Our
ship will cruise by the impressive futuristic business district
of La Defense. This evening, we’ll arrive and see Paris in all
its lighted splendor, cruising along the Seine to take in the
city by night. (B,L,D)
Thurs., Sept. 7 - CRUISING (Paris)
This morning, we begin with a panoramic introduction to
Paris, the world’s most fashionable capital city. We’ll start
at the incomparable Place de la Concorde, one of Europe’s
most magnificent and historic squares, and continue to the Ile
de la Cite, the island where Paris began and home to Notre
Dame Cathedral. Then we’ll see Napoleon’s renowned Arc
de Triomphe before traveling along the Champs Elysees, the
world’s most elegant boulevard. Our tour of Paris will come
to an end as we pass by the famous Opera House and travel
along the Rue de la Paix to Place Vendome. This afternoon
we continue cruising towards our final port Melun (B,L,D)
Fri., Sept. 8 - CRUISING (Fontainebleau)
Today we make a visit to the palace in Fontainebleau, the
residence of 34 kings and two emperors over eight centuries.
The palace has 1,500 rooms and is the most furnished château in the country, and its magnificent gardens are a study in
contrast between the English and French styles of horticulture. We’ll spend the afternoon cruising. Tonight is our festive gala evening. (B,L,D)
Sat., Sept. 9 - CRUISING / CHICAGO
This morning we say, ‘au revoir’ to Paris and travel to
Charles de Gaulle Airport in preparation for the return journey home. No better time to reflect on memories of our

* * * Welcome Home * * *

The Tour Price Includes:
•

Economy class air transportation on scheduled non-stop
flights Chicago/Paris/Chicago
• Transportation by deluxe private motor coach with accompanying English-speaking Tour Escort
• Accommodations in first class hotels in twin-bedded
rooms with private bath or shower
• Six nights aboard CroisiEurope’s ms Seine Princess in
Stateroom selected, based on availability
• 24 Meals: 11 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 Dinners as indicated in the itinerary
• During Cruise, DRINKS INCLUDED with meals and at
the bar and WiFi included during cruise.
• Sightseeing as detailed in the Day by Day Itinerary including entrance fees where necessary
• Luggage handling and porterage charges for one suitcase
per person at hotels and pier
• Taxes for included ground services and U.S. departure
taxes, Customs service charges, airline security fees, and
fuel surcharges at $350 per person
The Tour Price Does Not Include: Items of a personal nature such as passport fees and destination entry requirements;
luggage handling at airports; gratuities to the motor coach
driver(s) and Tour Guide(s); meals other than those stated
above; and Travel Protection.
MS Seine Princess
History and art lovers, as well as those who love beautiful
scenery, will be delighted by the cruise from Honfleur to
Paris aboard the MS Seine Princess. The MS Seine
Princess accommodates 138 passengers, in 67 cabins
spread over two decks. All cabins offer a variety of
amenities and provide guests with all the comforts they
need during their stay. The tasteful decoration and
atmosphere - elegant, warm and friendly - are in perfect
harmony with its environment. Located on the upper deck,
the restaurant offers superb French cuisine in a refined
setting, where large bay windows allow one to take full
advantage of the splendid and contrasting landscapes. Also
situated on the upper deck is the lounge / bar with a dance
floor. On the sun deck, an ideal place to relax, guests can
enjoy comfortable loungers, as well as a large shaded area.

TOUR CONDITIONS

TOUR DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: Reservations may be made by check or major credit card. Credit cards can
be accepted for payment(s); however, the vacation price reflects a 4% cash discount. Please call InterTrav at 630377-5840 to arrange payment by credit card; 4% of the payment amount will be assessed on credit card payments.
You will be invoiced for the balance of payment due on or before Friday, May 19, 2023. Reservation requests
received after Friday, May 19, 2023, are subject to tour availability.
TOUR PRICING: The tour price is based on a minimum participation of 30 persons and includes planning,
handling and operational charges and is quoted on the current rate of exchange, tariff rates and airfares in effect as
of November 1, 2022.
CANCELLATION: If after making your initial deposit you find it necessary to cancel from the tour for any
reason, there is a cancellation charge equal to the per person deposit up to 180 days prior to departure. For
cancellation between 179 and 91 days prior to departure, there is a cancellation charge equal to 25% of the tour
cost. For cancellation between 90 to 51 days prior to departure, there is a cancellation charge of 50% of the tour
price. For cancellation within 50 days of departure, the cancellation charge is 100% of the tour cost.
IMPORTANT: Cancellations will not be accepted by telephone and must be sent in writing to: InterTrav Corp.,
203 State Avenue, St. Charles, IL 60174, or emailed to travel@intertravcorp.com.
TRAVEL PROTECTION: For your convenience, we offer a Travelex Insurance Services protection plan to help
protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected. For more information and rates, please review the
product flyer enclosed. If you would like to enroll, fill out the enrollment form and return it with your tour reservation form. The full coverage terms and details, including limitations and exclusions, are contained in the insurance
Policy. To view/download the policy, go to: policy.travelexinsurance.com/GPB-0521. Travelex Insurance Services,
Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209. Travel Insurance is underwritten by Berkshire Hathaway Specialty Insurance
Company; NAIC #22276. S6N
PASSPORTS AND VISAS: Your tour requires a passport valid for at least three months beyond the period of
stay. If you do not already have your passport, or it will expire before your return date, we suggest you apply for it
immediately. No visas are required for your tour. If you are a citizen of a country other than the United States, you
must advise us in writing with your Reservation Application, as other travel documents may be required.

RESPONSIBILITY
JAMES CLARKE and/or INTERTRAV CORPORATION, 203 State Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, and its
employees, shareholders, agents, and representatives (InterTrav) uses third party suppliers to arrange tours,
transportation, sightseeing, lodging, and all other services related to this tour. InterTrav is an independent
contractor and is not an employee, agent, or representative of any of these suppliers. InterTrav does not own,
manage, operate, supervise, or control any transportation, vehicle, airplane, hotel or restaurants, or any other entity
that supplies services related to your tour. InterTrav is not affiliated with any other tour operator. All suppliers are
independent contractors and are not agents or employees or representatives of InterTrav. All tickets, receipts,
coupons, and vouchers are issued subject to the terms and conditions specified by each supplier, and by accepting
the coupons, vouchers, and tickets, or utilizing the services, all customers agree that neither InterTrav, nor its
employees, agents, or representatives are or shall not be responsible or become liable for any delay incurred or
change in schedule by any person in connection with any means of transportation; nor for any loss, damage or
injury to person or property or otherwise, in connection with any service supplied or not supplied resulting directly
or indirectly from any occurrence beyond the control of InterTrav by reason of any event beyond the control of any
agency or supplier, or occurring without the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier. InterTrav assumes no
responsibility or liability for any loss, injury or damage or loss of any traveler that may result from any act or
omission on the part of others; InterTrav assumes no responsibility or liability for personal property; and InterTrav
shall be relieved of any obligations under these terms and conditions in the event of any strike, labor dispute, act of
God, or of government, fire, war, whether declared or not, terrorism, insurrection, riot, theft, pilferage, epidemic,
pandemic, illness, physical injury, quarantine, medical or customs or immigration regulation, delay, or cancellation.
InterTrav accepts no responsibility for lost or stolen items. InterTrav reserves the right to refuse any participant or
potential participant at its sole discretion. No refund will be made for voluntary absence from the tour unless
arrangements are made at the time of booking.
The above tour conditions are provided in addition to the full terms and conditions of travel which can be found
here grouptripsandtravel.com/booking-agreement-terms-conditions/. By booking this trip you are agreeing to be
bound by the full terms and conditions of travel in addition to the tour conditions above. It is therefore vital that
you read the full terms and conditions before making any booking. Making a booking is indicative of your
agreement to be bound by all of the terms and conditions.

